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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following document: 
D1: WO01/76924 

2. The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter 
of claim 1 and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document)- 
An adjustable pedal assembly (1 0), in particular for use in a motor vehicle having 
a subpedal (22), which is pivotally mounted at the motor vehicle (20); a pedal 
(42), which is slidably arranged at the subpedal (22) by a first slide link (30) at 

least one positioning element (30,48) which is pivotally mounted at the subpedal ' 
(22) and slidably mounted at the pedal (42) by a second slide link (48) so that 
the pedal (42) glides relative to the subpedal (22) during a pivoting of the 
positioning element (30.48) effected by means of an actuator (52) acting on the 
positioning element (30,48) or on the pedal (42). 

2. 1 From this known adjustable pedal assembly the subject-matter of claim 1 differs in 
that the positioning element is additionally mounted at the pedal by a third slide 
link separate from the second slide link. 

2.2 The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

3. The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as providing 
an improved adjustable pedal assembly resistant to high loads. 

4. The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) for the following 
reasons: a positioning element mounted to the pedal as defined in claim 1 is 

- neither known nor rendered obvious from the prior art. 

5. Claims 2-23 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet/s the requirements 
of the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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Patent claims 



1 . Adjustable pedal assembly (20), in particular for 
prising: 



use in a motor vehicle, com- 



10 



a. a subpedal(l), which is pivotably mounted at the motor vehicle; 

b. a pedal (4), which is slideably arranged at the subpedal (1) by a first slide 
link (6, 7); 



15 



c at least one positioning element (8), . which is pivotably mounted at the 
subpedal (1) and slideably mounted at the pedal (4) by a second slide link 
(10, 12), so that 



d. the pedal (4) glides relatively to the subpedal (1) during a pivoting of the 
positioning element (8) effected by means of an actuator acting on the po- 

20 sitioning element (8) or on the pedal (4), characterized in that 

e. the positioning element (8) is additionally mounted at the pedal (4) by a 
" fr* 0 1; 13) separate from the second slide link (10, 12). ' " 

25 2. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with claim 1, wherein the position- 
ing element (8) consists only of a single element, which is mounted at the 
pedal (4) by said two separate slide links (10, 12; 1 1, 13). 
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3. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of the claims 1 or 2 
wherein the subpedal (1) comprises a first elongated guide (7) and wherein the' 
pedal (4) is slideably supported within this first elongated guide (7) by a link 
so that the pedal (4) is adjustable substantially in parallel to the vehicle's Ion- 
gitudinal axis. 
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4. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 1 to 3, wherein 
the pedal (4) comprises a second (12) and a third (13) elongated guide. 

5. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance to claim 4, wherein the paths of the 
first, second and third elongated guides (7, 12, 13) are arranged such that 
when a force is applied to a foot-piece (14) of the pedal (4) to operate it a 
locking in relative movement of the subpedal (1), the pedal (4) and the posi- 
tioning element (8) to each other is produced. 

6. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of the claims 4 or 5 
wherein the paths of the three elongated guides (7, 12, 13) are arranged so 
that the foot-piece (14) of the pedal (4) follows a predetermined trajectory 
during the adjustment of the pedal (4). 

7. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 4 - 6, wherein the 
pedal (4) comprises a first pin (6), engaging the first elongated guide (7) 
wherein the positioning element (8) comprises a second pin (10), engaging the 
second elongated guide (12), and wherein the positioning element (8) com- 
pnses a third pin (1 1), engaging the third elongated guide (13), wherein'said 
puis (6, 10, 11) and said elongated guides (7, 12, 13) constitute said first, sec- 
ond and third slide links (6, 7; 10, 12; 1 1, 13). 

8. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 4 - 7, wherein the 
paths of the elongated guides (7, 12, 13) are substantially in parallel to a plane 
defined by the vehicle's longitudinal axis and the vehicle's vertical axis 
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9. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 3 - 8, wherein the 
path of the first elongated guide (7) is substantially straight. 

5 10. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 4 - 9, wherein the 
paths of the second (12) and the third (13) elongated guide are curled. 

11. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 3 - 10, wherein 
the path of the first elongated guide (7) is arranged substantially horizontal 

10 when the pedal (4) is not actuated. 

12. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 1-11, wherein 
the positioning element (8) is pivotable around an axis (9), which is' substan- 
tially in parallel to the vehicle's transverse axis. 
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13. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 1 - 12, wherein 
the rotation point (9) of the positioning element (8) is located below the rota- 
tion point (3) of the subpedal (1). 

14. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with claim 13, wherein the path of 
the first elongated guide (7) is directed between the rotation point (3) of the 
subpedal (1) and the rotation point (9) of the positioning element (9). 

15. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 1 - 12, wherein 
" the rotation point (9) of the positioning element (8) is located above the rota- 
tion point (3) of the subpedal (1). 



16. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with claim 15, wherein the path of 
the first elongated guide (7) runs above the rotation point (3) of the subpedal 
30 (1). 
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17. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 4 - 16, wherein 
the sub-pedal (1) comprises two external parallel walls, which are mechani- 
cally connected, wherein the at least one positioning element (8) and the pedal 
(4) are mounted in-between the two walls by means of the elongated guides 
(7, 12, 13) and the corresponding pins (6, 10, 1 1). 

18. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 1 - 17, wherein 
said at least one positioning element (8) comprises a V-shaped plate, which is 
pivotably mounted at the vertex of the V-shaped plate and wherein said sec- 
ond and third pins (10, 1 1) are arranged at the arms of the V-shaped plate. 

19. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 1 - 18, wherein 
said actuator acting on the positioning element (8) or the pedal (4) is driven by 
an electric motor. 

20. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 1 - 18, wherein 
said actuator acting on the positioning element (8) or the pedal (4) is manually 
driven. 

21. Adjustable pedal assembly in accordance with one of claims 19 or 20, wherein 
said actuator acting on the positioning element (8) or the pedal (4) is driven 
either by means of a toothed wheel gearing, a spindle gearing, a cam gearing, 
a chain drive, a belt drive, or a V-belt drive, a flexible shaft, or by a combina- 
tion of said gearings. 

22. A pedal unit comprising at least two of the pedal assemblies in accordance 
with one of claims 19 - 21, wherein the at least two of the pedal assemblies 
(20) are grouped together such that the positioning elements (8) or the pedals 
(4) of the pedal assemblies (20) are jointly driven for a joint adjustment. 
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23. A pedal unit in accordance with claim 22, wherein only a single common ad- 
justment means is used for adjustment. 
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